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1 . WE HAVE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED THE IRANIAN PROPOSAL TO 
TRAIN PAKISTANI PILOTS ON THE F-5E AND MUST RELUCTANTLY 
REQUEST THAT IRAN NOT PROCEED WITH THIS PROJECT AT THE PRE- 
SENT TIME. WE AGREE WITH ISLAMABAD THAT IT IS IN OUR 
INTEREST TO ENCOURAGE GREATER COOPERATION BETWEEN IRANIAN 
AND PAKISTANI ARMED FORCES AND ACCORDINGLY WOULD LIKE TO 
LEAVE THE DOOR OPEN TO USG RECONSIDERATION OF THIS PROJECT 
AT SOME LATER DATE. 

2. IN CONVEYING OUR POSITION TO THE GOI, YOU SHOULD DRAW 
ON THE FOLLOWING TALKING POINTS: 

- THE USG WELCOMES THE GROWING COOPERATION BETWEEN THE 
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RELUCTANT TO INTERPOSE ANY OBJECTION TO THE TRAINING OF 
PAKISTANI PILOTS ON IRANIAN F-5E AIRCRAFT. 

- WE MUST REQUEST, HOWEVER, THAT THE GOI NOT PROCEED WITH 
PLANS TO TRAIN PAKISTANI PILOTS AT THE PRESENT TIME. 

- THE ISSUE OF IRANIAN TRAINING OF EGYPTIAN PILOTS HAS 
ALREADY GENERATED QUESTIONS IN THIS COUNTRY AND, WHITE 
WE ARE DEVELOPING SUPPORT FOR A MODEST PROGRAM IN THIS 
REGARD FOR C-130 AIRCRAFT, WE WOULD LIKE TO AVOID STIMU- 
LATING ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS IN CONGRESS OR THE PRESS. 

- THE USG PRESENTLY HAS UNDER CONSIDERATION A REQUEST 
FROM PAKISTAN FOR COMBAT AIRCRAFT. WE WOULD NOT WANT TO 
TAKE ANY ACTION AT THIS TIME WHICH WOULD APPEAR TO OUT- 
SIDE OBSERVERS THAT WE HAD PREJUDGED THIS ISSUE. FURTHER- 
MORE, WE ANTICIPATE THAT THE PROPOSED IRANIAN TRAINING OF 
PAK PILOTS WOULD BECOME KNOWN AND THUS COULD RESULT IN 
CONTROVERSY THAT MIGHT LIMIT USG FLEXIBILITY IN CONSIDER- 
ING PAKISTAN'S REQUEST TO PURCHASE COMBAT AIRCRAFT FROM 
THE U.S. 

- WE WILL KEEP THIS MATTER UNDER REVIEW AND BE PREPARED 
TO CONSIDER IT AGAIN AT A LATER DATE. 

3. EMBASSY ISLAMABAD MAY DRAW ON THE POINTS IN PARA 2 AS 
APPROPRIATE IN RESPONDING TO INQUIRIES OR IN BRIEFING THE 
GOP. SISCO 
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